CHARLES DARWIN
seacoast village in Wales, where he became greatly
interested in insects and moths which had not been
found around his home. He wanted to make a collec-
tion of these insects, but his sister told him it wras not
right to kill them just for the sake of making a col-
lection. He also began a study of birds about this
time, making notes of their habits. "In my simplicity/5
he says, "I remember wondering why every gentleman
did not become an ornithologist."
Seven years he remained in Dr. Butler's school, en-
during the classics but showing zeal in the subjects
which he found complex, especially geometry. He liked
the clear proofs required by geometrical problems. He
also liked the historical plays of Shakespeare and such
poetry as Thomson's Seasons and the verses that were
then being published by Byron and Scott.
When he was about fifteen and still in Dr. Sutler's
school, he became much interested in chemistry, largely
through the influence of his brother Erasmus, who had
made a laboratory in the tool house on the Darwin
estate. Erasmus allowed Charles to be his assistant
and to putter around the place and read books on
chemistry, such as Henry and Parkes* Chemical Cate-
chism. Together the boys made gases and many com-
pounds, and Charles writes that they frequently worked
late into the night. He regarded it as the best part of
his education up to this time, "for it showed me prac-
tically the meaning of experimental science.11 At school
when the boys found he was experimenting with
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